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marches, or were massacred outright by Turk-
ish forces. From 1918 to 1923, Armenians
continued to suffer at the hands of the Turkish
military, which eventually removed nearly all
remaining Armenians from Turkey.

We mark this anniversary of the start of the
Armenian Genocide because this tragedy for
the Armenian people was a tragedy for all hu-
manity. It is our duty to remember, to speak
out and to teach future generations about the
horrors of genocide and the oppression and
terrible suffering endured by the Armenian
people.

We hope the day will soon come when it is
not just the survivors who honor the dead but
also when those whose ancestors perpetrated
the horrors acknowledge their terrible respon-
sibility and commemorate as well the memory
of genocide’s victims.

Sadly, we cannot say humanity has pro-
gressed to the point where genocide has be-
come unthinkable. We have only to recall the
killing fields of Cambodia, mass killings in
Rwanda, ethnic cleansing in Bosnia and
Kosovo, and the unspeakable horrors in
Darfur, Sudan to see that the threat of geno-
cide persists. We must renew our commitment
never to remain indifferent in the face of such
assaults on innocent human beings.

We also remember this day because it is a
time for us to celebrate the contributions of the
Armenian community in America—including
hundreds of thousands in California—to the
richness of our character and culture. The
strength they and their immigrant ancestors
have displayed in overcoming tragedy to flour-
ish in this country is an example for all of us.
Their success is moving testimony to the truth
that tyranny and evil cannot extinguish the vi-
tality of the human spirit.

The United States has an ongoing oppor-
tunity to contribute to a true memorial to the
past by strengthening Armenia’s emerging de-
mocracy. We must do all we can through aid
and trade to support Armenia’s efforts to con-
struct an open political and economic system.

Adolf Hitler, the architect of the Nazi Holo-
caust, once remarked “Who remembers the
Armenians?” The answer is, we do. And we
will continue to remember the victims of the
1915-23 genocide because, in the words of
the philosopher George Santayana, “Those
who cannot remember the past are con-
demned to repeat it.”

————

INTRODUCTION OF A CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION REGARDING THE
SHI'ITE PERSONAL STATUS LAW
IN AFGHANISTAN

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 23, 2009

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, today,
along with Representatives BALDWIN, and
BIGGERT, | am introducing a House Concurrent
Resolution which expresses the sense of Con-
gress that the Shi'ite Personal Status Law in
Afghanistan violates the fundamental rights of
women and should be repealed. Senator
BOXER is introducing the same resolution in
the Senate.

In March the Afghan parliament approved
the Shiite Personal Status Law which was
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signed by President Hamid Karzai. According
to reports in the media and by the United Na-
tions, this law would legalize marital rape, strip
mothers of custodial rights in the event of a di-
vorce, and prohibit a woman from leaving her
home unless her husband gives his approval.
President Obama has called this law “abhor-
rent” and the UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights said that the law is “reprehen-
sible and reminiscent of the decrees made by
the Taliban regime in Afghanistan in the
1990s.”

This resolution urges the Afghan Govern-
ment and President Karzai to declare these
provisions unconstitutional, and to not publish
the law on the grounds that it violates the
Constitution of Afghanistan and the basic
rights of women. Additionally, the resolution
encourages the U.S. Government to address
the status of women’s rights and security in
Afghanistan to ensure that these rights are not
being eroded.

| have long been a champion for the rights
of women internationally, but particularly in Af-
ghanistan. Throughout the country’s turbulent
history, the women of Afghanistan have been
a source of strength, stability, and peace.
Working with my colleagues, we have ensured
that reconstruction aid for Afghanistan in-
cludes support for programs that increase
women’s access to education, economic op-
portunities, and health care. We have also
worked to increase recognition of the vital role
women have to play in rebuilding Afghan soci-
ety in the wake of violent conflict, and | am
pleased that the U.S. government has devoted
resources specifically to support the work of
local women-led nongovernmental organiza-
tions, as well as the Afghan Independent
Human Rights Commission.

In its current form, the Shi’ite Personal Sta-
tus Law fundamentally contradicts these ef-
forts. We cannot stand by and allow such an
immense setback to the rights of women and
girls in Afghanistan, who have been treated as
second-class citizens for far too long. For
years, the United States has worked with the
people and government of Afghanistan to re-
build the rule of law and promote respect for
human rights. Creating a new and better fu-
ture for the women of Afghanistan is a critical
part of this mission.

RECOGNIZING THE AMERICAN RED
CROSS OF GREATER COLUMBUS

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 23, 2009

Mr. TIBERI. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the American Red Cross of Greater
Columbus. Praised for its dedication to saving
and restoring lives, the American Red Cross
of Greater Columbus serves over 1.3 million
residents in Central Ohio.

Having recently celebrated “Red Cross
Month” during March, | am pleased to high-
light the successes of the American Red
Cross of Greater Columbus. As one of the
most trusted charities in Central Ohio, this
chapter is at the forefront of helping individ-
uals and families prevent, prepare for, and re-
spond to large and small scale disasters.

Led by Mary Navarro, Michael Carroll and a
committed Board of Directors, this group of
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over 700 volunteers and 55 full-time employ-
ees responded to 356 local disasters in 2008.
Their service and assistance directly impacted
the lives of over 470 families in Central Ohio.

Educating more than 73,000 individuals
about how to prepare for emergencies and
training more than 46,000 residents in First
Aid, CPR, Water Safety, and other life-saving
courses the Greater Columbus Chapter of the
American Red Cross is providing much more
than relief to victims. The benefit of programs
like these provides support to the public be-
yond times of need.

It is my pleasure to recognize the American
Red Cross of Central Ohio for their unrelenting
and inspiring record of service to the families
of Central Ohio. All have produced a safer
place for the residents of Central Ohio to call
home.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF THE HONORABLE IRVING J.
STOLBERG

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 23, 2009

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, it is with
the heaviest of hearts that | rise today to pay
tribute to the memory of one of Connecticut’s
most outstanding public leaders and my dear
friend, The Honorable Irving J. Stolberg. After
a year-long fight, Irv lost his battle with leu-
kemia and Connecticut lost one of its most re-
spected and beloved public officials.

Elected to Connecticut's House of Rep-
resentatives in 1970, Irv served twenty-two
years in the General Assembly—a member of
virtually every committee and twice elected to
lead as Speaker. It was during his tenure as
Speaker that the General Assembly saw its
greatest transformation with more members
seeing legislating as their primary occupation
even though it is considered a part-time posi-
tion and his oversight of the construction of
the Legislative Office Building which, after its
opening in 1988, gave all legislators their own
offices and provided the additional space for
public hearings that our historic Capitol build-
ing could not accommodate. The very char-
acter of the General Assembly was changed
with the members finding a stronger voice and
taking a more active role in shaping public pol-
icy. He has been called the “father of the
modern legislature” and there could not be a
more fitting tribute to his legacy.

His passion for service stretched far beyond
Connecticut politics. A Professor of Geography
and African Studies, Irv taught at both South-
ern Connecticut State University as well as
Quinnipiac University. As an Africanist, he did
research in Tanzania, Ethiopia, and Nigeria.
Most recently, Irv served as the President of
the Connecticut Division of the United Nations
Association and was most proud of his pro-
duction of the widely distributed UNA Calendar
of Peace. He was a member of the UNA
Board of Directors and in 2006 was elected to
represent the United States on the Executive
Committee of the World Federation of UNAs.
His travels took him to more than 90 coun-
tries—twenty-two visits to China alone. He
helped to develop training programs at Amer-
ican universities for more than 700 Chinese
Provincial Officials, assisted in the democra-
tization of Eastern Europe—particularly in Bul-
garia—and had a role in drafting the Brazilian
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